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My grade scheme—student grade 
sheet

Why change?

How much work is it?

My process

Lab reports with no points!

Examples of assessments (quizzes)

How do grades work?

Writing assignments with no points!

Get these documents + this poster!

• Motivates students to try again and 
study harder

• Reduces need for test 
accommodations

• Focuses on physics, not 
participation or attendance points

• No grading of homework
• Puts responsibility on students

• Lots
• Then less
• Then even less
• And definitely worth it!

• Frustrated with students passing 
without knowing basic material

• Watch colleague try it (2012)
• Try it—not great, not terrible
• Change system every term based on 

student feedback and my experience
• Still tweaking (2019)

• No points, have to pass set # of 
objectives to earn a grade

• Weekly assessments (quizzes)
• Can retake two times if needed
• Entire grade based on 

assessments + lab reports + 
writing assignment

• Non-numeric grading
• High pass
• Pass
• Minor error
• Major error
• Incomplete/insufficient

• Two-semester calculus-light intro 
course for construction, packaging, 
engineering technology, applied 
science majors

My course

• Short lab reports: data, graphs, 
answers to “follow-up 
questions”

• Lab grading form:

What didn’t work

• Students need to pass each objective twice
• Take away old pass if can’t do it later in 

term
• Separate conceptual from numerical 

objectives


